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in England. Actually my triplane, although of curious
and primitive construction, more nearly resembled
modern aeroplanes than any other machine of that
period.

It may be of interest if I give a brief description of
the main features of my original 9 h.p. triplane which
can now be seen in the South Kensington Museum
near to the Wright Brothers' original machine. It
had many novel features. It was a tractor type with a
triangular-section fuselage built up on three longerons
or booms. Welding was then unknown for aircraft
fittings, and the joints were made with bent plate, the
whole structure being braced with piano wire. The
compression struts on the fuselage were all tapered at
the ends, and fitted with ferrules and spikes. Then,
put into compression by the tightening-up of the
bracing wires, the spiked ends passed through holes
drilled in the bracing plates, and bit on to metal plates
mounted on the wooden booms beneath. The bracing
wires were tightened by our own original home-made
strainers which I have already described previously.

The propeller of the triplane was fitted to a counter-
shaft mounting some 3 feet above the engine pulley,
and driven by a motor-cycle belt or chain.   Sometimes
the former was used with pulleys.    At other times
sprockets were fitted, and the latter drive employed,
various pulleys being tried giving different gear ratios.
By this time I had cured the propellers of their blade-
shedding propensities which they had exhibited at
Brooklands.   I found that eighteen mild-steel pins of
]r-inch diameter were sufficient to hold the blade in
the boss against any normal load.   I obtained propeller-
pitch variations by drilling some hundred-odd holes in
the propeller-boss sockets, and when the blade was
set to the correct pitch picking up any holes that
registered, and drilling the rest, till the eighteen pins
were all in position.   I experimented on this machine